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TO 


THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

OF 

NORMAN  CROSS. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  to  yon  my  Report  of  the  State  of 
Health,  Sanitary  Condition,  and  Death  hate  of  your 
District  for  1898,  I  have  again  followed  the  suggestion 
of  Dr.  Wilde  in  regard  to  its  compilation. 

1st. — Prevalency  of  Disease. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  state  that  there  has  been 
a  considerable  diminution  in  the  death  rate  compared 
with  the  two  former  years. 

Yon  may  observe  from  Table  A,  that  the  total 
number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes  is  111.  Estimating 
that  the  population  has  increased  from  4)  to  10  thousand, 
the  rate  per  thousand  is  11.1,  and  this  compares  very 
favourably  with  16.8  last  year,  and  12.7  the  previous 
year.  The  diminution  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  death  from  measles  during  the  year,  whereas 
there  were  10  in  18^7 . 

There  was  also  a  remarkable  diminution  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 
In  1897,  30  deaths  occurred,  while  only  16  took  place  in 
1898,  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  as  many  as  5  deaths 
were  due  to  accident ;  four  of  them  from  accident  on  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  at  Fletton. 


Table  A  shows  that  out  of  1 1 1  deaths 
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The  cause  of  Death  was  as  follows  : 


Scarlatina  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  6 

Phthisis  ...  ...  8 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  16 
Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  8 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  1 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  10 

Injuries  ...  ...  5 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Causes  ...  . .  48 


The  total  number  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
reported  during  the  year  is  also  considerably  less  than  in 
1897. 


The  number  was  46,  viz. : — 

Scarlatina  ... 

Erysipelas  ....  8 

Dintheria  ...  5 

_L 

Typhoid  Fever  1 

LOCALITIES  OF  OUTBREAKS. 

Alwalton  .  2  cases 

Fletton  Rural  ...  20  ,, 

Stanground . 14  „ 

Woodstone  Rural  ...  2  ,, 

Water  Newton  ...  3  „ 

Yaxley  .  5  „  * 

It  is  highly  gratifying  that  over  a  considerable  part 
of  the  district,  embracing  thirteen  villages,  no  case  of 
infectious  disease  was  reported.  On  the  other  hand, 

there  was  a  great  increase  in  Fletton  Rural,  and  still  a 
considerable  number  in  Stanground.  It  must  be  obvious 
to  all,  that  the  lack  of  a  proper  system  of  sewerage  is  the 
chief  cause  of  the  prevalence  of  these  deadly  diseases  in 
these  parishes. 

During  the  summer  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  Parish  of  Orton  Longueville, 
which  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  school  for  several 
weeks. 


0 

2nd  — Means  of  Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  usual  rneaus  were  employed  as  in  former  years 
as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  carry  them  out,  viz. : — isolation 
of  patients,  disinfection  of  discharges,  and  houses,  etc. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  always  promptly 
responded  to  the  frequent  calls  made  on  his  services,  and 
I  feel  sure  that  disinfection  of  houses,  drains,  closets,  etc., 
has  never  been  more  effectually  carried  out  in  your 
district. 

Schools  are  closed  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  do 
so. 

3rd  — Water  Supply. 

During  the  extreme  heat  of  the  Autumn,  water  was 
scarce  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  chiefly  in  the  fen 
lands. 

The  heavy  rains  in  the  latter  part  of  189S,  and  in 
January  1899,  have  proved  a  great  boon;  ponds  which 
have  been  nearly  dry  for  two  or  three  years  are  now  well 
filled. 

There  has  been  a  further  extension  of  the  Peter¬ 
borough  Water  Mains  to  St.  Margaret’s  Road,  and 
other  parts  of  Pletton,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  supply 
the  new  buildings  to  the  North  West  of  the  London 
Brick  Company’s  "Works,  from  the  same  source. 

Water  pipes  have  been  laid  down  which  convey  the 
overflow  from  Holmewood  House  to  the  village  of  Holme. 
The  uncertainty  of  this  supply  is  comqffained  of  by  the 
inhabitants. 

4th.— Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  alterations  and  improvements  made  in  Yaxley 
drains  have  been  successful  in  greatly  modifying  the  un¬ 
pleasant  odours  formerly  complained  of. 

The  drain  opposite  the  Manor  Farm  is  still 
objectionable.  The  ditch  should  be  cleared  out. 

Road-scrapings  are  still  permitted  to  remain  too  long 
by  the  road- side.  They  should  be  removed  soon  after 
being  raked  together,  particularly  in  front  of  the  schools 
and  dwelling  houses. 


The  sewage  of  Farcet  is  thrown  into  the  river  through 
two  main  drains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Black 
Swan  ”  Inn.  Complaints  regarding  the  effluvia  arising 
from  these  outlets  are  general. 

The  pollution  of  the  river  is  deplored,  as  the  water 
is  used  for  domestic  purposes.  This  pollution  would  be 
considerably  reduced  by  passing  the  sewage  through 
sand  and  gravel  filters  before  entering  the  river. 

Without  the  advantages  of  a  proper  sewerage  system, 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  great  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  the 
rapidly  increasing  population  of  Fletton,  Woodstone, 
and  Stanground.  All  sewage  that  could  not  be  poured 
into  the  streams  had  to  be  dealt  with  by  cesspools  and 
pail  closets,  &c. 

The  cleaning  out  of  the  former,  and  removal  of  the 
latter,  could  not  be  carried  out  without  some  unpleasant¬ 
ness  and  danger. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  long  before  next 
year’s  report  is  presented  to  you,  the  sewerage  scheme 
now  receiving  your  attention  will  be  in  working  order. 

5th.— Removal  of  Refuse. 

Every  village  has  one  or  more  scavenger  whose  duty 
it  is  to  remove  all  refuse,  and  see  to  the  cleaning  and 
clearing  of  the  drains,  cesspools,  &c. 

6th.— Pollution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses. 

It  is  the  rule  of  the  district  for  the  drains  and  sewers 
of  the  villages  to  discharge  into  the  nearest  stream. 

Some  attempt  should  be  made  to  pass  the  sewage 
through  filter  beds  of  sand  and  gravel  before  it  passes 
into  the  streams. 

This  could  be  done  without  much  expense  in  Farcet, 
where  the  sewage  enters  the  river  at  two  points  only. 

The  recent  rains  and  floods  have  done  much  to 
purify  the  Stanground  Lode  and  Fletton  Spring.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  the  sewage  of  Fletton  and  Stanground  will 
not  much  longer  pollute  these  streams. 
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7th. --Premises  Regulated  by  Sanitary  Authorities. 

No  systematic  inspection  carried  out,  only  when 
occasion  requires. 

8th. — House  Sanitation. 

During*  the  year  a  considerable  number  of  houses  in 
your  district  have  been  inspected,  although  house  to 
house  visitation  has  not  been  attempted. 

Considering  the  great  increase  of  population,  there 
has  been  little  to  complain  of  in  the  way  of  over¬ 
crowding. 

A  large  number  of  new  houses  have  been  built  for 
the  workmen  employed  at  the  various  Brickyards.  Many 
of  these  houses  can  compare  very  favourably  with  work¬ 
men’s  houses  in  any  part  of  England.  It  is,  however, 
somewhat  to  be  regretted  that  while  the  houses  them¬ 
selves  are  all  that  can  be  expected,  the  roads  and  paths 
leading  to  them  have  been  so  long  neglected. 

In  the  majority  of  the  new  houses,  the  pail  system 
of  closets  is  in  use,  while  cesspools  take  up  the  general 
^sewage. 

9th. — Adoption  of  Permissive  Acts  and  Bye-Laws. 

These  have  been  in  force  the  same  as  last  year. 

Bye-Laws  have  been  approved  by  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  and  are  now  in  use. 

In  conclusion.  I  may  state  that  considering  all  Ihe 
adverse  circumstances  bearing  on  the  Health  of  the 
District,  viz.,  rapidly  increasing  population  with  tendency 
to  overcrowding,  early  entry  into  new  houses,  bad  roads, 
make-shift,  general,  and  house  sanitation,  &c„  the  year 
1898  may  be  regarded,  from  a  health  point  of  view,  as  a 
satisfactory  one. 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  have  closed  this 
Report  with  the  last  sentence,  but  unfortunately  the 
state  of  health  in  the  villages  of  Stanground,  Eletton. 
and  Woodstone,  has  changed  very  much  for  the  worse 
since  the  beginning  of  1899, 

My  fears  communicated  to  you  a  few  weeks  ago 
have  been  fully  realised  Scarlatina,  Liptheria,  and 
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Measles,  of  somewhat  severe  type,  are  now  epidemic,  and 
have  proved  fatal  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases. 

Since  the  outbreak  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  done 
all  in  his  power  to  disinfect  houses  and  drains  in  the  in¬ 
fected  localities. 

It  is  pleasing*  to  state  that  no  fresh  case  has  been 
reported  to  me  during  the  last  three  days. 

The  continued  wet  weather  experienced  in  January 
and  the  first  fortnight  of  February,  had  much  to  do  with 
the  outbreak  of  the  above-mentioned  diseases.  The  rain 
caused  the  lode,  drains,  and  cesspools  to  overflow,  thus 
spreading  the  germs  of  disease  in  all  directions. 

Attached  is  your  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the 
past  year. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Woodstone,  Peterborough,  February  23rd,  1899. 


NORMAN  CROSS  RURAL  DISTRICT 

GOUE'GIL. 


REPORT  BY  F.  G.  SKINNER,  INSPECTOR 

OF  NUISANCES. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  3 1st,  1898. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  reported  to  me  43 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease.  On  receipt  of  information 
of  the  existence  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease  from  the 
Medical  Officer,  I  have  immediately  supplied  disinfectants 
for  use  during  the  illness,  and  when  the  illness  is  over, 
I  have  had  the  house  thoroughly  fumigated  with 
sulphur. 

I  have  served  Notices  for  the  Abatement  of 
Nuisances  as  follows  : — Cesspools  cut  off  from  drain 
emptying  into  open  brook,  four;  Cesspools  emptied, 
five  ;  Privies  emptied,  fourteen ;  Ashpits  emptied, 
fifteen  ;  Urinal  accommodation  provided,  and  drainage 
improved  to  Public  House,  one ;  defective  drainage 
remedied,  two ;  case  of  overcrowding  abated,  one. 

The  offensive  brook  running  at  the  side  of  Love 
Lane  and  across  field,  I  have  had  cleansed,  as  also  one 
emptying  into  the  Lode  at  Stanground. 

During  the  summer  months  I  had  all  the  drains 
emptying  into  Stanground  Lode,  disinfected  with  liquid 
disinfectants. 

The  large  cesspools  into  which  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  sewage  from  the  Parish  of  Pletton  empties  I  have 
had  regularly  cleaned  out  once  a  month,  since  I  received 
instructions  from  the  Council  so  to  do  ;  this  work,  of 
course,  being  done  during  the  night,  and  the  sewage 
carted  away. 

e/ 

I  have  taken  one  sample  of  water  from  a  well,  which, 
upon  being  analysed  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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I  have  regularly  inspected  the  district  from  time  to 
time,  and  upon  receipt  of  any  complaints,  have  made 
special  inspections,  and  where  necessary,  served  notice 
for  Abatement  of  Nuisance  ;  but  in  many  cases,  nuisances 
have  been  abated  without  notice,  moral  suasion  being 
sufficient. 

The  proposed  sewage  scheme,  when  carried  out,  for 
Fletton  Rural,  Stanground,  and  Woodstone  Rural,  will 
be  the  means  of  having  a  great  many  nuisances  abated  in 
those  three  parishes,  as,  at  present,  the  drainage  of  some  of 
the  properties  is  anything  but  what  could  be  desired, 
especially  at  St  Margaret’s  Road,  Fleiton,  although  now 
the  water-closets  have  been  taken  out,  and  tub-closets 
substituted  until  such  time  as  the  proposed  main  sewer 
is  ready  to  be  connected  to,  I  hope  there  will  not  be  the 
number  of  complaints  received  during  the  coming  sum¬ 
mer  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

At  Farcet  and  Yaxley  the  majority  of  the  house 
drains  find  their  way  into  the  river,  aad  during  the  last 
summer,  at  times,  the  river  at  the  points  where  the  drains 
empty  themselves,  was  certainly  objectionable  The  only 
means  I  see  of  remedying  this,  other  than  a  sewage 
scheme,  would  be  for  all  the  separate  properties  to  have 
cesspools  of  their  own,  and  that  in  many  cases  would  be 
impracticable,  from  the  scarcity  of  space  at  their  disposal. 

At  Stilton  there  is  a  row  of  six  houses,  five  of  which 
are  in  a  very  unsanitary  condition,  the  space  behind  the 
houses  is  very  limited,  the  privies  being  within  two  or 
three  feet  of  the  back  door,  and  in  one  case,  practically 
in  the  house,  as  the  backyard,  such  as  it  is,  is  covered  in. 
The  drains,  in  all  the  five  cases,  run  through  the  house, 
and  are  very  often  blocked  up.  There  is  no  means  of 
having  the  drains  or  privies  altered,  as  the  full  extent  of 
the  yard  is  only  about  six  feet  from  the  back  of  the 
house,  and  with  such  a  state  of  affairs,  the  houses  are 
really  unfit  for  habitation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Yrour  obedient  Servant, 

FRED  G.  SKINNER, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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